could not, and will not, in any circumstances, trans-
fer Paramountcy to an Indian Government.

STATES' RESPONSE

"In the meanwhile, the Indian States are in a po-
sition to play an important part in the formulation
of the new constitutional structure for India, and His
Majesty's Government have beesn infortoed by the
Indian States that they desire, in their own interests
and in the interests of India as a whole, both to make
their contribution to the framing of the structure and
to take their due place in it when it is completed.

"In order to facilitate this they will doubtless
strengthen their position by doing everything possi-
ble to ensure that their administrations conform to
the highest standard. Where adequate standards can-
not be achieved within the existing resources of a
State, they will no doubt arrange in suitable cases to
form or join administrative units large enough to en-
able them to be fitted into the constitutional structure.

"It will also strengthen the position of the States
during the formulative period of the various Govern-
ments which have not already done so, to take active
steps to place themselves in close and constant touch
with public opinion in their States by means of repre-
sentative institutions."
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